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ARTICLES of Impeachment of High 
Tryreaſon, and other High Crimes, &c. 


liances have been formerly entered into be- 
tween the Crown of England, and other Prin- 


ces and Potentates of Europe, for their mutual Safety, 
and from the Conſiderations of the Common Danger 


which threatned all Chriſtendom, from the immoderate 
Growth of the Power of France, And whereas the 


preventing the Monarchy of Spain from coming into . 


the Hands of the Houſe of Bourbon, has, for many years 


been a fundamental Principle and Maxim of Union a- 
mong the Allies, in order to prelerve a juſt Ballance 
hat end, as the Deſigns 
of France on the Monarchy of Spain have from time to 
time appeared, new Treaties and expreſs — — | 
rength- 


of Power in Huqpe: And to t 


have been enter'd into amongſt the Allies, to 
en themſelves againſt that approaching Danger: And 


on this Foundation a Treaty for an intended Partition, 


_ whereby a ſmall Part only of the Dominions of the 


Crown of Spain was allotted to the Houſe of Bourbon, 


was condemn'd by the Wiſdom of Parliament, as be- 


ing highly prejudicial and fatal in its Conſequences to 
England, and the Peace of Europe. And whereas the 

Duke of Anjou, Grandſon to the King of France, on 
the Demiſe of Charles the Second King of Spain, took 

Poſſeſſion of the entire Monarchy of Spain, whereby 

Religion, and 


theBallance of Power, the Proteſtant 
the Liberties of Europe were threatned with immedi- 


ate Danger. Whereupon Leopold, then Emperor of 


Germany, his late Majeſty King William the Third, 
of Ever-Glorious Memory, and the Stares-General of 
the United Provinces, finding at that moſt critical 


Juncture, that a ſtrict Conjunction and Alliance be- 


tween 


MW fiance: AS many ſolemn Treaties and Al- 
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„ 
tween themſelves was become neceſſary, for repellins 
the Greatneſs of the common Danger from ſo. great 
an Acceſſion of the Power to the then Common Ene- 
my, did, in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred. and One, make, form, and conclude a 
new Treaty and Alliance, whereby it was agreed, 
That there ſhall be and continue between the ſaid Con- 
federates, his Sacred Imperial Majeſty, his Sacred Roy- 
al Majeſty of Great Britain, and the Lords the States- 
General of the United Provinces, a conſtant, perpetu- 
al, and inviolable Friendſhip and Correſpondence, and 
that each Party ſhall be obliged to promote the Advan- 
tages of the other, and prevent all Inconveniencies 
and Dangers that might happen to them, as far as lies 
in their Power: That the ſaid Allies, defiring nothing 
more earneſtly than the Peace and general Quiet of all 
Europe, have adjudg d, that nothing can be more effe.. 
cual for the Eſtabliſhment thereof, than the procuring, 
an equitable and reaſonable Satisfaction to his Imperial 
Majeſty for his Pretenſion to the Spaniſh Succeſſion, 
and that the King of Great Britain and the States-Gene- 
ral may obtain a particular and ſufficient Security for 
their 2 — — and Dominions, and for 
the Navigation and Commerce of their Subjects. 8 
That the ſaid Confederates therefore ſhall, in the 
firſt place, endeavour, by amicable. means, to obtain 
the {aid Satis faction; but if, contrary to their Expe- 
Kation and Wiſhes; the ſame is not had, the ſaid Con- 
federates do engage and promiſe to one another, that 
they will aſſiſt each other with all their Forces, accor- 
ding to a Specification to be agreed upon in a peculiar 
Convention for that purpoſe : That the Confederates, 
in order to the procuring the Satisfaction and Security 
aforeſaid, ſhall, amongſt other things, uſe their utmo 
Endeavours to recover the Provinces of the Spanj/ſþ 
Lom. Countries, that they may be a Fence and Rampart, 
commonly called a Barrier, ſeparating and dividing 
France from the United Provinces, for the Security of the 
Stares-General, as they have ſerv'd in all times, till of 
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his Forces ; as likewiſe the Dutchy of Milan, with its 
Dependencies, as a Fief of rhe Empire, and contribu. 
ting to the Security of his Imperial Majeſty's Heredi. 
tary Dominions; beſides the Kingdoms of Naples and 
Sicily, and the Lands and Iflands upon the Coaſt of 
Tuſcany in the Mediterranean, that belonged to the 
Spaniſh Dominions, and may ſerve to the ſame pur- 
poſe, and will be alſo of Advantage to the Navigation 
and Commerce of the Subjects of the King of Great- 
Britain, and of the United Provinces : That in caſe 
the Confederares ſhall be forced to enter into a War, 
for obtaining the Satisfaction aforeſaid for his Imperi- 
al Majeſty, and the Security of his Ment of Great- 
Britan, and the States-General, they ſhall communi- 
cate their Deſigns to one another, as well in relation 
to the Actions of the War, as all other things where 
in the Common Cauſe is concerned: That it ſhall not 
be permitted to either Party, when the War is once 
begun, to treat of Peace with the Enemy, unleſs joint- 
ly, and by a Communication of Counſels ; and no 
Peace ſhall be made, unleſs an equitable and reaſona- 
ble Satisfaction for his Imperial Majeſty, and the par- 
ticular Security of the Kingdoms, Provinces, Domini- 
ons, Navigation and Commerce for his Majeſty of 
Great Britain, and the States-General, be firſt obtai- 
ned; and unleſs care be taken, by ering Soc rity, that 
the Kingdoms of France and Spain never come 
and be united under the ſame Government, nor that 
one and the ſame Perſon ſhall be King of both King- 
doms; and particularly that the French thall never 
get into the poſſeſſion of the Spanith Indies, neither 
ſhall they be permitted ro fail thither on the account 
of Traffick, directly or indirectly, on any prevence 
whatſoever : And laſtly, unleſs full Iiberty be granted 
unto the Subjects of the King of Great Bri tain, and 
the States-General, to exerciſe and enjoy all the ſame 
Privileges, Rights, Immunities, and Franchiſes of Com- 
merce by Sea and Land in Spain, the Mediterranean, 
and all Landsand Places which the King of Spain laſt 
deceaſed did pofleſs at the time of his Death, as well in 
| — Europe 
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Europe as elſewhere, which they uſed and enjoyed, or 

the Subjects of both, or either of them, by any 
Right acquired by Treaties, Agreements, Cuſtoms, or 
any other way whatſoever, might have uſed and en- 


- Joyed before the Death of the late King of Spain: Thar 
the ſame time the ſaid Agreement or Peace ſhall be 

made, the Confederates ſhall agree amongſt themſelves 
about all the things that they ſhall think neceſſary 


for the maintaining the Navigation and Commerce of 


the Subjects of his Majeſty of Great Britain, and the 
States. General, in the Lands and Dominions they may 
acquire, and that were poſſeſſed by the. late deceaſed 
King of Spain, and alſo in what manner the States- 
_ General may be ſecured by the aforeſaid Fence or Bar- 
Tier. - And whereas his ſaid late Majeſty King William 
and the States-General, ſeriouſly conſidering, that 
France was then become ſo formidable from the Ac- 
ceſſion of Spain to the Duke of Anjou, that, in the 
- Opinion of all the World, Europe was in danger of 


loſing her Liberty, and undergoing the heavy Yoke 


of Univerſal Monarchy, and that the ſureſt Means of 
affecting that Deſign, were to divide the King of Great 


Britain from the States.General, for which purpoſe all 


imaginable Efforts would be made; they therefore 
thought it neceſſary to unite in the ſtriteſt manner that 
Was poſſible, and to that end a Defenſive Treaty and 
Alliance was concluded and entered into between 
them, in or about the Month of November, 
1701. wherein it was, amongſt other things, agreed, 
Dat in caſe the ſaid High Allies ſhould be jointly Engaged in 


War, by reaſon of his Defenſive Alliance before-mentioned in 


the Hfth Article, or on any other account, there ſball be an 
5 Offence, and Pefenſice, and perpetual Alliance between em, 
 "gainft thoſe with whom the War ſpall be, and ail them Forces 


Joall be employed by Sea and Land, and they ſball act in con- 


Junction or ſeparately, as it ſhall be agreed between them. But 


Jmce, in the Alliance with the Emperor, made in September 
laſt, particular Care was taken of the Recovery of the Spaniſh 
Low Countries, out of the Hands of the Moſt Chriſtian King, 


e ſaid Confederates expreſly Engage to Aid one another = 


ine as. WC kc. 
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all their Forces for the Recovery of the ſame. And in regard 
- the principal Intereſt of the ſaid Confederates conſiſts in the 
 Prefervation of the Lygperties of Europe, the before-mentioned 
Treaty with the Emperor ſball be faithfully and ſimcerely execu- 
ted, and both Sides ſpall Guaranty the ſame, and uſe their 
Endeavours to confirm and render it more ſtrong from time to 
time : That in making Peace, particular care ſhall be taken 
o the Commerce and Traſick of both Nations, as alſo for their 
Security, as well mregard to the Low Countries, as the Con- 
tries adjacent: That when the War is begun, the Confederates 
Poll act in concert, according to the ſeventh and eighth Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of the Tbid of March, in the Year of Ou 
Lord One Thomſand Six Hundred Seventy Seven-Eight, between 
England and Holland, which is hereby renewed and confirm- 
ed; and no Trace, nor Truce, or Suſpenſion of Arms, ſpall be 
-negotiated or made, but according to the Ninth and Tenth Ar-. 
riclesif that Treaty; by which it was agreed, that when the 
two Allies come once to an open War, it ſbail be lawful for 
neither of them afterwards to come to any Ceſſation of Arms 
with him, who ſþail be declar d and proclaim'd an Enemy, with 
out it be done conjonitly, vnd with common Conſent : That no 
Negotiation of Peace ſball be ſet on Foot by one of the Allies, 
wit hout the concurrence of the ot ber That each Ally ſhall con. 
_ zinually, and from time to time, impart to the other, every 
thing that paſſes in the ſaid Negotiation, and ſball ſtipulate 
with the common Enemy for the ſame Rights, Immumties, Ex. 
emptions, and Precogarivesfor his Ally, as he does for himfelf, 
if ſo be the ſaid Allies do not Agree to the contrary. And 
whereas the French King having got poſſeſſion of a great part 
of the Spaniſh — once an abſolute ker over 
that Monarchy , havmg ſeized Milan and the Spaniſo Low- 
Countries by his Armies, and made himſelf Maſter of Cadiz, of 


| the Entrance into the Mediterranean, and of the Ports of the 


Spaniſh Weſt Indies by bis Fleets, every where deſigning to in- 
vade the Leberties of Europe, and to obſtruT the Freedom of 
Navigation and Commerce; and inſtead of giving the Satisfa- 
tion that ought juſtly to be expected, had proceeded to further 
V:iolences, and bad taken on him to declare the Pretended Pr. 
of Waies, King of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and had al. 
o influenced Spain to concur in the ſune Affroni; ber late Ma- 


dy 


ready concurrence of 
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ance, and relying on the Faith t 


jeſty Queen Anne taking notice, that fhe found herſelf Ohli- 
ged, for maintaining the publick Faith, for vindicating the . 
Honour of the Crown, and to prevent the Miſchiefs which all 
Emrope was threatened with, to declare War againſt France and 
Spam ; did accordingly in the Month of May, One Thouſand 
Sven Hundred and Two, in the moſt publick and 1 man- 
ner, declare War againſt France and Spain; and in the ſaid 
Declaration, placing ber entire confidence in the Help of ll 
mighty God, in fo juſt and neceſſary an Undertaking, declared 


that ſbe would, in conjunction with her Allies, vigorouſly pro- 


ſecute the ſame both by Sea and Land, being aſſured of the 

4 Subject, in a Cauſe they bad ſo open. 

ly and bemtily eſponſed. ou > 
And his Imperial Majeſty and their High Mighti. 

neſſes, purſuant to the. Treaties aforementioned reſpe- 

cively, in or about the {aid Month of May, One Thou. 


ſand Seven Hundred and Two, did likewiſe declare 
War agaiaſt France and Spain. And whereas the Kings 


of Portugal and Pruſſia, the Electors of Hanover, Sa- 


 xony, Treves, Mentz, Palatine of the Rhine, the D. 


of Savoy, the Prince of Heſſe, the Dukes of Wolf. 
embuttle, Mecklenberg, and Wirtemberg, the Circles 
of Suabia and Franconia, and of the U Rhane, 


the Biſhops of Munſter and Conſtance, and other Prin. 


ces and Powers being invited by the ſaid Grand Alli. 
ereof, did afterwards 
become Parties to the ſaid Confederate War againſt 
France and Spain; and in the Treaty entered into in 
or about the Month of May, One Thouſand Seven 
Hundred and Three, between his Imperial Majeſty, 
the Queen of Great Britain, the States-General, and 


the King of Portugal, it is, amongſt other things ex- 


preſly ſtipulated, That no Peace nor Truce ſhall be ; 


made, but by the mutual Conſent of all the Confede. 
rates; nor ſhall any at any time be made, whilſt the 


ſecond Grandſon of the moſt Chriſtian King by the 
Dauphin, or any other Prince of the Line of France 
continues in Spain, nor unleſs the Crown of Portugal 
ſhall fully poſſeſs and enjoy all the Lands, Kingdoms, 
Iſles, Caſtles, Cities, Towns, &c. with their Territo. 


" ies 


. Nations, her late Majeſty and the States, 
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ries and Dependencies in Spain or elſewhere, which ir 
now poſſeſſes. And in the Treaty of Nordlingen, ra- 
tify d by her late Majeſty, it is, amongft other things, 
exprefly agreed, that it ſhall not be allow'd to make 
particular Treaties, but the Peace ſhall be jointly trea- 
ted of, and ſhall not be concluded without obtaining, 
as far as is poſſible, the Re-Union of the Lands be- 
longing to the Circles, and until at leaſt the Security of 
the aſſoſciated Circles be abſolutely provided for in the 
beſt manner that is pciſible, and better than it has for- 
merly been. And whereas to give the greateſt Strength 
that was poſſible ro the Union, fo neceſſary to both 
g a Trea- 
ty an the Month of June, One Thouſand Seven Hun- 


dred and Three, renewed and confirmed all Treaties 


and Alliances, then ſubſiſting between them; and there< 
in it is, amongſt other things, expreſly and particularly 
ſtipulated, That as the ſaid moſt Serene Queen, and 
the Lords the Srates-General, are now in War with 
France and Spain, and are reciprocally bound to af. 
fiſt each other, and mutually to defend, maintain, and 
eſerve their Countries and Subjects in their Poſſeſ- 
ions, Immunities, and Liberties, as well of Naviga- 
tion and Commerce, as other Rights whatſoever by 
Sea and Land, againſt and in Oppoſition to all Kings, 
Princes and States, and particularly againſt France 
and Spain, to the end a juſt and reaſonable Peace may 
the better be obtained, that may eſtabliſh the Repoſe 
and Tranquility of Europe, it is agreed between the 
moſt Serene Queen of Great Britain, and the ſaid Lords 
the States-Genera], that neither of the faid Allies ſhall 
make a Suſpenſion of Arms or a Peace with France 
or Spain, or any other King, Prince or State, who ſhall 
moleſt or attack either of the ſaid Allies, but in Con- 
junction and by common Conſent. And whereas the 
ſaid War was for ſeveral Years carry'd on with Vi. 
gour and Unanimity by her Majeſty and her Allies, ar 
a vaſt Expence both of Blood and Treaſure; for the 
Support of which on the part of England, many Mil. 
lions have been granted by Parliament, who, on ma- 
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Majeſty , of her 
of the Lords the States-General of the United Trovinces, & 
afterwards Ratifed by their Principals; wherein the Intereſls 

of the ſeveral Allies were Adjuſted, in order to a Generel Tren- 
ty of Peace with FR ANCE: And therein the Reſtitution: 


ö 
ny Occaſions ſince, continu'd not only to expreſs theĩt 
Senſe of the Juſtice and Neceſſity of the War, but did 


| 8 give their humble Advice to the Throne, 
That no 


eace could be Safe, Honourable, or Laſting, 
ſo long as the Kingdom of Spain and the Weſt-Indies 
continu d in the Poſſeſſion of any Branch of the Houſe 


of Bourbon. And whereas ir pleaſed Almighty. God - 
to grant to the Confederate Arms under the Command | | 


of their Great and Victorious General the Duke of 
Marlborough, ſuch unparallel'd Succeſſes, as exceeded 


even their own Hopes and the Fears of the Enemy; 
and by the many ſignal Victories of Schellenberg, 
Hochſtedt, Audenarde, and Ramellies, as wellas by the 
Conqueſts of the Electorates of Bavaria and Cologne, 
and the Reduction of the Spaniſh Netherlands, and | 
T other great Advantages both by Sea and Land; 
an 


y the Wiſdom and Unanimity of their Counſels, 


the Glory of the Confederate Arms, and the Reputa- 
tion of Great Britain in particular, was rais d to an 


higher pitch than in any former Age. 1 15 

And whereas ber late Wijeſty mn conjunction with ber Al- 
lies, wiſely foreſeeing that whenever the Enemy ſpould be 
brought to make Otertures of Teace, the ſureſt way to put an 
end to the Var, and prevent France fiom putting in practice 


Der uſual Intrigues, was by e inſiſting on ſuch Coudi- 
| 


tions from France, that nothing might remain to be done in a 
General Aſſembly, but to give them the Form of a Treaty; & 


For thoſe Reaſons a Preliminary Treaty was concluded on, and 


was afterwards hgned by the Plenipotentiaries of his Imperial 
late Majeſty the Queen of Great Britain, and 


of the Spaniſh Monarchy to the Houſe of AUSTRIA, 


being one of the chief cauſes for canying ou the War, is laid 


fown as an mmutable Foundation among the Allies. Aud 
whereas in the Tear of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred 
and Nine, the King of France having firſt ſignify d his conſent. 
to the Reſtitution of the Spanyſs Monarchy to the Houſe of Au- 
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; ſtria, ſent his M niſters to the Hague to treit with the Ni- 
| niſters of the principal Allies on a General Teace ; and in the 
| Conferences held thereupon, the Intereſts of all the Allies, as 
, | | adjuſted in the ſrid Preliminaries, were poſitively and expreſs. 
| 


ly agreed to by the Munſters of France, and particularly that 


of the Reſtitution of the entire Spamſh Menarchy to the Houſe 
of Auftria; and the ſaid res was afterwards broke, 

4 | on n other D:ſput2 but on the Thirty Seventh Article of the 
| Preliminary Treaty, concerning the time and manner of Eva. 

| 


cuat ing Spain. Aud whereas the Conferences being reſumed at 

| Gertmydenberg, in the Year of Our Laid One Thouſand Seven 
| | Hundred and Ten, the ſaid Thirty Seventh Article became the 
e Subjett of the Negotiation which war there ſet on Foot, 
„V the finding out ſome Equivalent by which the ſame Security 
| | might be given to the All tes, as they hd by the thirty ſeventh 
Article ofthe ſaid Trelimmaries; and thy it was unqueſtiona« 

„le, that b-fore any Negotiation was begun, that while the 


- | | Preliminaries were treating, that by thoſe Preliminaries them.. 
1 ſelves, that before the laſt Negotiation was reſumed, and all 
the while it laſted, the Reſtitut ion of Spain and the Indies 
was laid down as a firm and mmovable Foundation of the 
Negotiation, and no queſtion remain d concerning it with the 
Mmiſters of the Allies or thoſe of France, but touching the ſe. 
curity for its Execution: And tho all reaſonable and prudent 
Overtures were made by the Allies for ſettiing an Equivalent, 
yet the Conferences were broke off by France without any Su. 
tisfation therem. | | 

And whereas the ſincere Intentions of all the Allies 
to have ſettled the Peace of Europe on folid and equi- 
table Foundations were notorious and inconteftable, 
and the Rupture of the ſaid Negotiations could only 
be impured to the Enemy; her Sacred Majeſty, in 
conjunction with her Allies, renew'd their Re oluti. 
ons to continue and puſh on the War with Vigour, 
and to make all poſſible Efforts, as the only means left 
to force a good and general Peace. And hee Majeſty 
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in her Speech from the Throne on the 15th of Nov. 
1709, taking notice of the Endeavours of the Enemy 
during the ſaid Negotiations to amuſe and create jealou- 
fies among the Allies — her Reſentment 
an 


e 


. 
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and earneſtly recommended the carrying on the War, 
and a vigorous Proſecution of the Advantages obtaĩned, 
that ſhe might put the laſt hand to that Great Work of 
reducing the Exorbitant and Oppreſſive Power which 
had ſo long threatned the Liberties of Europe: And 
it having pleaſed Almighty God, after the ſaid Preli- 
minary Treaty, to bleſs the Confederate Army under 
the Command of their Conſummate General the Duke 
of Marlborough with new and ſignal Conqueſts, the 
Reduction of Tournay, the Victory of Taſnieres, the 
taking of Mons and Doway, Bethune, St. Venant, and 
Aire, and the penetrating the Lines near the Sca 
And whereas from the proſperous Condition of the 
Affairs of the Allies, * the Wiſdom, Firmneſs, and 
 Unanimity of their Counſels, nothing remained, in all 
humane Appearance, but that they ſhouldFeap the 
Fruits of all their Victories, in a ſpeedy, juſt, honou- 
rable, and laſting Peace; and on theother hand nothing 


defeat that happy Proſpe&, but the Succeſs of their ſe. 


whereas Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
with other evil minded Perſons, Enemies to the true 


mon Liberties and welfare of Europe, having by many 
wicked Arts and baſe Inſinuations obtain d Acceſs to 


to make way for their wicked Enterprizes, did by 
their evil Counſeland Advice prevail on her Majeſty 


gqueſtionableProofs of their great Wiſdom, and of their 
true zeal for the Common Cauſe ; for which, as well as 
for the many Marks of Duty and Affection given to 
her, her Majeſty return d her hearty Thanks, and ex- 
preſſed her great Satisfaction. And whereas the ſaid 
7 Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and others 
his Accomplices, had formed a Treacherous Correſpon- 
dence with the Emiſſaries of France, by means where- 


of 


Ry rs ins, 


was left to raiſe the Hopes of the Enemy, whereby to 


cret Endeavours to diſunite the Confederacy. And 
Intereſtsof their own Country, as well as to the com- 


her late Majeſty Queen Anne, and in or about the 
Months of July or Aug. 1710, being admitted into her 
Councils, and into Places of the higheſt Truſt; and 


to diſſolve a Parliament which had given the moſt un- 


of certain Propoſitions were tranſmitted from France 
to England, ſign'd by Monſieur de Torcy, Secretary 
of the King of France, in the Month of April, 1711, 


to be Baſis of a Treaty of a General Peace; which 
Propoſitions, tho' her Majeſty was prevail'd on by the 
falſe Counſels of the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer and others, to receive as a ſufficient 
Foundation for a Treaty of a General Peace, and as 
ſuch to communicate them to the Grand Penſionary 
and the Miniſters of Holland, her Majeſty however 
was graciouſly pleaſed at the ſame time to declare to 
them her Pleafure by her Secretary of State, That be- 


ing reſolved, in making Peace as in making War, to 
act in perfect concert with the States, ſhe would not 
F loſe a moment in tranſmitting a Paper of that Impor- 


tance ; and that tho' the Propoſitions were general, and 


contain d an Air of Complaiſance to her . and 
the contrary towards the States; yet that could have 


and the 


no ill Conſequences, as long as her Majeſty 
"hood one another, and ated with as little 


Stares unde 


{ Referveas became two Powers ſo nearly ally d in Inte- 


reſt ; and that the Penſionary ſhould be aſſured, that 
that Rule ſhould be inviolably kept on our part. 
Which gracious Declaration of her Majeſty, as well 
as the ſaid Propoſitions, being maturely conſider d by 
the Grand Penſionary and the Miniſters of Holland, an 
Anſwer was return'd from them to her Majeſty, full 
of Duty and Thankfulneſs for the obliging manner in 
which the was pleaſed to communicate the ſaid Propo- 

fitions, and with the urmoſt Aſſurances of mutual con- 
fidence ſo neceſſary to prevent the Deligns of the Ene.. 
my; bur more particularly that the States defir'd e- 
qually with Great Britain to have a general, definitive, 
and laſting Peace, and declar d that they were ready to 
joyn in all the moſt proper meaſures ro procure it; 
that the Propoſitions were yet too general, and that 
the States deſire, as Great Britain did, that France 
would explain her ſelf more particularly upon the 
Points therein contain d, and impart a Plan which ſhe 
thinks the moſt proper to ſecure the Intereſt of the Al- 


3 lies, 


| 


— 


er 


k & - 4 8 5 
lies, and ſettle the Repoſe of Europe, after which a 
more particular Negocia ion might be entered into. 
Notwithſtanding all which Premiſes. = ELF? 


3 ARTICLE. 3 

E the faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer having no Regard to the Honour ar Safety 

of her late Majeſty or her Kingdoms, or to the many 
folemn Engagements ſhe was then under to the Old 
and Faithful Allies of this Nation, or to the common 
Liberties of Europe; but being devoted to the Intereſt 
and Service of the French King, the common Enemy; 

and being then Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, 
and one of her Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy. 
Council, contrary to his Oath, and in Violation of his 
Duty and Truft, and in Defiance of the Tenour of 
the ſeveral Trearies afore-menricned, or fome of them, 
as well as of the frequent Advices of Parliament, and 
the many Declarations of her Majeſty from the Throne; 
but more particularly in Defiance of the ſolemn and 


mutual Aſſurances which had been fo lately renew'd 


between her Majeſty and the States, to act in perfect 


Concert witli them in making Peace as in making War, 


did on or about the months of July or Auguſt. in the 
Lear of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred and 
Eleven, maliciouſly and wickedly, form. a moſt trea- 
cherous and pernicious Contrivance and Confederacy 
with other evil diſposd Perſons, then alſo of her Ma- 
jeſty's Privy- Council, to fer on foot a private, ſeparate 
diſhonourable, and deſtructive Negotiation of Peace 
between Great Britain and France, without any Com- 
munication thereof to her Majeſty's Allies, according 
to their ſeveral Treaties; and was not only wanting 
in his Duty and Truſt to ker Majeſty, by not oppo- 
ling, and as far as was in his Power by not adviſing 
her Majeſty againſt going into any private ſepa. 
rate Negotiation with France; but in Execution of his 
Purpoſes atorefaid, he the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earł Mortimer, did adviſc her late Majeſty to fend 
Matthew Prior, Eſq; directly to the Court of France 
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the Allies, at the Choice of England. By 


8 


to make Propoſitions of Peace, without communica- 


ting the ſame to her Majeſty's Allies. And according- 


ly the ſaid Matthew Prior, by the Advice and with the 

Privity of him the ſaid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer, and other falſe and evil Counſellors, in or about 
the months of July or Auguſt, in the Year of our Lord 


One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eleven, was fent 


in a clandeſtine manner from England to France, and 
did communicate the ſaid Propoſitions of Peace to the 
Miniſters of France; in which the particular Intereſts 
of Great Britain; as well as the common Intereſt ct 
Europe, were ſhametully betray de And in manifeſta- 


tion of his ſaid Deſign ro exclude her Majeſty's Allies 


from their wſt ſhare in the ſaid Negotiation, an ex- 
preſs Article was inſerted in the ſaid Propoſitions, by 
the Privity and Advice of him the faid Robert Earl of 


Oxford and Earl Mortimer, that the Secret ſhould be 


inviolably kept till allow'd to be divulgd by the 


mutual Conſent of both Parties - although the French 
| King had in the Propoſitions ſign d 


Monſieur de 
Torcy, and tranſmitted in the month of April prece- 
ding, offer d to treat with the Plenipotentiaries of 
England and Holland alone, or jointly with thoſe of 
which trea. | 
cherous and dangerous Advice, he the {aid Robert K. 
ot Oxford and Earl Mortimer did not only contrive 


and fer on foot a Negutiation of Peace more advanta- 
ow to France than even France itſelf had ask d; but 


reby did pur it into the Power of the common Ene- 
my to create incurable Jealoufres and Difcords between 
her Majeſty and her Faithful Allies, and to deſtroy 
that Confidence which had fo long and fo ſucceſsfully 
been cultivated between them, and which was to nc- 
ceſſary for their common Safety. * 8 
"Vt ARTICLE II. 
That the French King laying hold of the faid trea- 
cherous Overture, fer on foot in manner aforeſaid, 
did in or about the Months of Auguſt or September, 
in the Year of our Lord One Thouſand Seven Hundred 


and Eleven, fend over Monſteur Meſnager into England 
ng — = 00 


10-3 
to carry on a clandeſtine and ſeparate Negotiation of 
Peace ; which being made known to him the ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, he did af. 
terwards in the ſaid Month of September, 1711. ſecret. 
ly and unlawfully, without any Colour of Authority, 


meer, confer, and treat with the ſaid Sieur Meſnager 


on the Negoriations of a Peace berween Great Britain 
and France; and therein he did adviſe and promote 


the making a private and ſeparate Treaty or Agree. 


ment between the {aid Crowns: Which ſaid Treaty 


or Agreement was afterwards, with the Privity, Con- 


| ſent, and Advice of him the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford 


and Earl Mortimer, agreed, concluded on, and fign'd + 


by the ſaid Sieur Meſnager on the part of France, and 
by the Earl of Dartmouth and Henry St. John, Eſq; 
two of her Majeſty's principal Secretaries of State, 
in behalf of her late Ma eſty, by Virtue only of her 
May's Sign Manual under the Signet, and without 


Knowledge or Participation of the Allies. 
In which Treaty the immediate Intereſts even of 
Great Britain are given upto France, and the Duke of 


Anjou is admitted to be King of Spain ; an expreſs 


_ Stipulation being therein made with the Sieur Meſna- 
ger in the Name, and (as is therein alledg d) purſu- 


ant to Powers from King "_— as King of Spain. 
Whereby he the ſaid Robert Ear 


In taking upon him to meet and treat with the Enemy 
without any Authority or Powers from her . 


* 
7 


but did what in him lay to ſubvert the Antient and etta.. 


bliſh'd Conſtitution of the Government of theſe King. 


doms, by introducing Illegal and Dangerous Methods 
of tzanſaQting the moſt important Affairs of the State 


and by which private and ſeperate Treaty, he the ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer did what in 
him lay to diſſolve and cancel the many ſolemn Trea- 


ties her Majeſty then ſtood engag'd in to her good and 


antient Allies, and whereby her Ma eſty, even before 


any thing was finally ſettled for the Safety or Advan- 


tage of her Kingdoms, was brought to this fatal Di- 


of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer did not only aſſume to himſelf Regal Power, 


lemma ; 


S 
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„„ 
}F | lemma; Either to ſubmit to the DiQates of France in 
the Progreſs of the ſaid Negociation ; or, ſo notorious 
a Breachof National Faith being divulg'd by the Ene- 
my, from thence to loſe all future Confidence of her 


goo AI. LE 
ED I. © 4 | 65 Of i | 
That the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
the better to diſguiſe and carry-on the aforeſaid private, ſe- 
parate, and dangerous Negotiation, did, together with. other 
evil. diſos d Perſons, then in high ys under her Majeſty, con- 
trive and adviſe the preparing and forming a Set of General 
Preliminaries, intitled, Preliminary Articles on the part of 
+ France, to come to a General Peace; and that the ſame ſhould 
beSign'd by the Oe Sieur Meſnager only, he the ſaid Robert E- 
of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 40 contrary to his Duty and 
Tuft, mp1oujly adviſe ber ſacred Majeſty that the Ns ſbou'd 
2 and 


be, and accordingly they were receted by her 1 
communicated to the Miniſters of the Allies then reſiding in 
England, as the Ground of a General Negotiation of Peace ; 
and as if the ſame were the ouly Tranſact ions that had been on 
this Subject between Great Britain and France. And to this 
end, the private Treaty, fign'd as aforeſaid by the Earl of 
Dartmouth and Mr. St. John, on the part of England, and by. 
I be aid Sieur Meſnager on the part of France, was by the. 
dil Advice and contr:vance of him the ſaid Robert Earl of Ox. 
ford and Earl Mortimer, and others, wilfully and induſtriou- 
fly concealed, not only from all the Allies, but even from her 
Alajeſty's Council aud her Turliament. And he did further ad. 
viſe her Majeſty, not only to accept the ſaid General P;elimi. 
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f naries, but in her Name, and by her Aut bority to communicate 
. the ſame to the States-General, as a ſufficient Foundation 
whereon to open the Conferences of Peace with France. Aud, 


' I be more effequally to cover from the States-General the per- 
mcicus Steps which his evil Influence had Engag d her Maje- 
fly in with the common Enemy ; certain Inftruions were pre- 
Far d, and by his Counſel and Advice were Sign'd by her Ma. 
Jeſty, and deliver d to the Earl of 2 her Ambaſſador ta 
the States-General ; wherein the ſaid E. of Strafford is dire. 
ded to repreſent to the Tenlionary of Holland, and ſuch others 
as ſhall be appointed to confer with hm, That when her Maje. 
* x | 
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iy Bad received in Mu laſt, by his Excellency's Diſpatches, || -- 
an account of the Senſe which thoſe among them, who were at 
that time in the Secret, had of the Overtures made by France hi 
for ſetting a General Negotiation of Peace again on Foot, and || 1 

of the Anſwer, which it was deſir d might be return d to the. St 
Propoſitions fign'd by Monſieur de Torcy ; her Majeſty did im. fi 
mediately acquaint the Enemy, that their Offers were thought 
y her and by the States-General neither particular nor full e- 
 nough: And therefore that her Majeſty did inſiſt, that they 
ſhould form a diſtin Trojed of ſuch a Peace as they were wil. 
ling to conclude. Whereas no ſuch Inſtances had been niade 
to the Enemy on ber Majeſty's behalf; but on the contrary, 
notwithſiandmg her Majeſty had declared , that the Tropaſti- 
ont of Monſieur de Torcy were thought by her and the States. 
General neither particular nor full enough; yet without any 
Further Explication fiom the Enemy, her Majeſty was pre- 
raed on, in manner aforeſaid, to ſend over I'ropoſitions to 
France as general and nſnaring, and in all reſpects as deſtru- 
Tide to the Intereſts of Great Britain and ber Allies, as the 
Propoſitions of Monſieur de Torcy. And the ſaid General Pre. 
liminaries, communicated to the States in manner aforeſaid, 
were calculated only to amnſe and deceive them into a Gene- 
ral Negetiation with France. Aud in the Particulars above- 
ſaid,” as well as in the ſeveral others, the ſaid Inſtructions con- 
 7ained matters either falſe or groſly precaricating and evaſire. 
Hy which moſt wicked Counſets of him the ſaid Robert El of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, that umqueſi ionable Truth and 
Eacrednefs, which by the Laws of Nations ought. to arcompa- 
_ conſtitute the Infirutions of publick Ambaſſadors 70 
mces in Friendſhip and Confederacy againſt the Comman E. 
nemy, was moſt vilely proſtituted to the ma dangerous Pwp9. 
ſes, to decerce and miſlead her Majeſty's good Allies in mate 
ters of the greateſt Importance to their own Intereſts, and the 
Intereſta of theſe Kingdoms; the Hononr of Her Majeſty's S. 
cred Perſon, and of the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, which 
| bad been raiſed to the higheſt Pitch of Glory abroad, and has | 
been juſtly held in Veneration with her good Allies, was ſcan- 
dalouſly debaſed and tetrayed; and the Royal Had, by the 
wicked Arts of bim the ſaid Robert Eœi of Qxford and Ear 
Mortimer, war made the Inſtrument to adrancs the Intereſt of 
the Common Enemy. ____ ARTE 


« | | I 
FO TABENYACALS ö 
That whereas the Earl of Strafford, purſuant to 
his ſaid Iaſtructions, had communicated the Pre- 
liminaries ſigned by Monſieur Meſnager only to the 
States- General, who being juſtly alarmed at tile preſ- 
ſing Inſtances made on the part of her Majeſty, that 
Conferences ſhould be opened on Propoſitions as gene- 
ral and uncertain as thoſe ſo lately offered by France, 
and ſigned by Monſieur de Torcy ; and their High. 
Mightineffes having been unſucceſsful in their Re- 
monſtrances to the Earl of Strafford againſt 72 
the Conferences upon the ſaid Propoſitions, did ſen 
over Monſieur Buys their Ambaſſador, to repreſent to 
her Majeſty, as well the Hazard of meeting the Mini- 
ſters of France before the eſſential Articles were firſt 
ſettled by ſpecial Prelimifaries,- or at leaſt explained 


by Prance, and made Specifick ; as likewiſe rhe Ad- 


vantayes to the Enemy, who being but one Body, were 
influenced by one Council, and directed by one Pow. 
er, whereas the Confelerares conſiſted of ſeveral pow. 
ers, whoſe Hrtereſts are not only diſtin; but in man 
Caſes contrary toeacli other, whereby-the French wou d 
have a fair Opportunity to divide the Allies, when it 
would be impoſſible for them to break in upon France 
and further to repreſent, that the propoſitions them 


felves were in ſome Inſtances very prejudicial, particu- 


larly in the Articles of Commerce, Dunkirk, and the 
Union of the Crowns of France and Spain. All whick 
Repreſentarions of the ſaid Menſteur Buys, by the e- 
vil Influence of him the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, and others, were rendered ineffectual; 
but in order to prevail upon the States- General to o 
en the CONFERENCES wpen the faid General 
reliminaries, by the Management and Contrivance 
of kim the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and E. Morti- 
mer, and others, an Occaſion: was taken to declare to 
M. Buys, at a Committee of Council in her — 
Name, her conſtant Affection and good Diſpoſition to 
their State, and to the promoting their Intereſt; ang to 

eat with their High Mightineſſes with a perfect con- 
N C fidence 
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fidence and Harmeny : And at the ſametime hethe ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, did the n 
falſly and maliciouſly declare, or was privy to adviſing 
and conſenting, that it ſhould be, and fo ir was decla. 
red, in her Majeſty's Name, that ſhe had made no ſe. 
arate Treaty with France, nor would ever make any 
—.— ſhe had fully complyed with all Engagements 
to her Allies, and that each of them ſhould have Op- 
portunity to make good their Pretenſions. pe 
By which falſe, ſcandalous, and diſhonourable Aſſu- 


rances, he the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and E. Mor. 


timer did not only highly diſhonour her Majeſty, by 


Whoſe Privity the ſaid feparate-Treaty with France 


had been before that Time concluded and ſigned ; bur 
their High-Mightineſſes, the Good Friends and Anti. 
ent Allies of her Majeſty, were grofly abuſed, and 
thereby induced to enter into a Negociation with 
France, ſo dangerous in it felf, and ſo fatal in its 


„ „„ . 47 +: Vs nw 
That her Sacred Majeſt 
due Form of Law, and her Great Seal, conſti- 
tuted the Right Reverend John Lord Biſhop of Briſtol, 


and the Earl of Strafford, her Plenipotenriaries, with 


Full Power to meet, treat, and conclude with the Ple. 
nipotentiaries of the Confederates, and thoſe whom 
the French King ſhall on his part depute for that pur. 
poſe, the Conditions of a good and general Peace, that 
be ſafe, honourable, and, as far as is poſſible, a- 
greeable to the reaſonable Demands of all Parties; 
e the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 
not contenting himſelf to abuſe the Royal Authority, 
to the Deluſion of the States. General, the neareſt Al. 
lies of the Queen, but intending the Univerſal preju. 
dice of his Imperial Majeſty, and all the Allies of theſe 
Kingdoms, and thereby the more ſucceſsfully to carry 
on the Meaſures of France, wherein he was then en. 
gaged, contrived and prepared Inſtructions, or was 
privy to, conſenting and adviſing the fame, for her 
jeſty's ſaid Plenipotentiaries, which ſhe was pre- 
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Queen Anne having in 1 


by the Diſpo 
to inſiſt, that the Security and reaſonable Satisfaction 
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vailed upon by the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer's evil Counſel to ſign, and the ſame 


were delivered to the ſaid Plenipotentiaries; whereina. 


mong other things they are inſtructed to the Effect 


following, viz. If it thall be thought proper to begin 
ſition of the Spaniſh Monarchy, you are 


which the Allies expect, and which his moſt Chriſtian 


Majeſty has promiſed, cannot be obtained, if Spain 
and the Weſt-Indies be allotted to any Branch of the 
Houſe of Bourbon: Whereas the ſaid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer had at that time privately 
and treacherouſly negoriated and agreed with the Mi- 
niſters of France, 
ſhould remain in a Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon, 


hat Spain and the Weſt-Indies 


and had prevailed on her Sacred Majeſty to be Party 
to the ſaid private Treaty, wherein the ſame is neceſ- 


| ſarily implied. And the ſaid Plenipotentiaries are fur- 
ther inſtructed, in caſe the Enemy ſhould object, as the 


Imperial Miniſters had done, that the ſecond Article 
of the Seven, ſign d by the Sieur Meſnager i 
the Duke of Anjou 1hall continue on the Throne of 


Spain; you are to inſiſt, that thoſe Articles, as far as 
they extend, are indeed binding to France, but that 


they lay neither us nor our Allies under any poſitive 
Obligation : whereby the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer baſely entred into a Con 
and Concluſion even with the Miniſters of the Enemy, 
and prevailed on her Majeſty to give her Royal Con- 
ſent thereto, the more effectuall 
his | 2 pen Majeſty and all the Allies, and to conceal 
the ſaid ſecret, Negoriations, and the ſeparate Treaty 
that had been agreed on between Great Britain and 
France. And the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 


Miortimer, not only in the Particulars before-mentio. 


ned, but in many others contained in the ſaid Inſtru- 
tions, has brought a laſting Reproach on the Crown 


of theſe Realms, and groſly violated the many Trea- 
ed Ma 


ties wherein her Sacr jeſty was then engaged to 
her Allies, to act in perte& Concert with them through- 
out che Negotiations of Peace. - 
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e Miniftes 
- blick Negotiation was delay dand kept 
. Tence of phe Enemies ref uſig to g; ive their Anſwer in Writms: 
during which time, be tbe faid Robert Eart of Oxford an 
Eu Mortimer aguin aſſuming to himſelf Regal Power, in do. 

Rogal Authorit;,t2-treat of Tece with France, 

- which was\then delegated under the Great Seai of Great Bri. 

run to ber Majeſty's Plenipotentianies at Utrecht , and for the 


- ro2aticn of the 


(c20)) 
ARTICLE VI. 


Mut the Conferences of Teace being apened between the Die. 
- wipotentiaries of the Allies, and thoſe of the Enemy, for #he 
© Negotiating a General Peace upon the mutual and moſt ſolemn 


Enpagements amongſt the All ies, not only to at in perfect 


* Confidence with each other, but to.-promate their Common Inte- 
: reſt, and to obtam from the Enemy all juſt and reaſonable &. 
riiſadtionʒ anal a Specifick Explanation of the General Preli- 
. minartes havina:been given in by the Enemy at Utrecht avhere- 
on the: Alliet delivered their reſßectite Demands ; bythe A. 


Kires of France, and the ſecret Encomagement aud Concurrence 
of Great. Britain, the Progreſs of the-faid Pa. 


Fromoting the Delign of the Enemy, to tbe apparent Deſtru- 
Sion of * — Cauſe of Her Majeſty and her Al ies, con. 


 trory. to tbe known Laws and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 


in direct Violation of the ſeveral Alliances her Majeſty then 


| flood enraged in, and in Oppoſition to the many — 


Ten iy her Majeſty to act in Concert with her Allies, and in 


_ Defiance of the expreſs InſtiuZions given tu her ſaid Tienipos 


rent iaries, was not only want ing m his Duty to her Majeſty, as 
far as in him lay to late put an end to, aud prevented any 
Fintler private, and unlawful Negotiations 'with France, but 
nia, with others his Accomplices, adviſe; concur, continue, and 


 Fromate à private, ſeparate, and unjuſtifiable Negotiation 
with Frauce, directly f om England to Francs, wit haut any 


Communication: thereof to the Allies; and in ſuch 'private 
Nezotiations did coucert with the Miniſlers of che Enemy Toru 
of Pence, higbiy prejudicial to the Intereſt: of her Majeſty and 
ker Kingdoms, and of all her Allies, and wherehy the good 
£fieds of He ſaid Generai Negotiations were entirely defeated 
Soo of OE TCH EG 557.39 

That her Sacred Majeſty Queen Anne 8 bee 
prevailed en by the falſe Counſels of him the ſaid 


in ſuſpence, under . 
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'(-2r)) 
I Robert Farl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, to accept 
Je. of a Treaty with France, on the Suppofirion that the 
the Spaniſh Monarchy ſhould continue in the Poſſeſſioh 
nm of a Branch of the Houſe of Bourbon; and it being 
e# | acknowledged even by the French King in the General 
te. | Preliminaries, ſigned by Monſieur Meſnager, that the 
Yr. Exceſs of Power from the Re- union of the Crowns of 
i- France and Spain, would be contrary to the Good 
re- | and general Repoſe of Europe: He the ſaid Robert 
ti. | Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer having nothing ſo 
xe much ĩn view as theaggrandizing the common Enemy, 
- vet always intending to cover the Iniquity of his 
1 — under ſpecious Pretences and-falſe Appearances, 
We: did wickedlvand treacherouſly adviſe and carry on a 
mid pri vate and ſeparate Negotiation with France, on the 
do. | -Subje&'of a Renunciarion'of his Right to the Kingdom 
ce, of France by the Duke of Anjon, and that ſuch - Re. 
ri. | nuticiation ſhould be the Security againſt the Re- uni- 
be | on of the two Kingdoms. And by the Influence of 
wu. | his cvil Counſels her Majeſty was prevailed on to ac. 
 <ept-and finally to conclude and ratify'a'Treaty of 
Peace with France, wherein the ſaid Renunciarion is 
taken as a ſufficient Expedient to prevent the Miſchiefs 
chat threatned all Europe, incaſe the Crowns of France 
and Spain ſhould be united upon the Head of one and 
the ſame Perſon ; altho he the ſaid Robert Earl of Ox: .. 
ford and Earl Mortimer, well knew, that a' Memorial 
had been, during the faid Separate Negotiation, tranſ- 
mitted by — 2 Torcy, Secretary of State and 
Miniſter to the French King, to one of her Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State; whereby it was declar. 
ed, that the ſaid Renunciation would be null and in- 
valid by the Fundamental Laws of France, whichLaws 
were looked upon as the Work of him who had eſta- 
bliſhed all Monarchies, and which he only could a- 
boliſh; and that no Renunciation' therefore could de. 
ſtroy it; and if the King of Spain ſhould renounce, 
they would deceive themſelves that ſhould receive it 
as a ſufficient Expedienr to prevent the Miſchiefs pro. 
poſed to be avoided. - By whigh falſe and treacherous 
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Mortimer did not only betray. the Intereſts of the 
Common Cauſe into the Hand of the moſt formidable 
Enemy, but wilfully and malicioufly abuſed tlie Pow- 
er and Influence which he had obtained with her Ma- 
jeſty, ſo far as to engage her Sacred Majeſty, and the 
Honour of the Imperial Crown of theſe Kingdoms, to 
become Party with France in fo fatal a deceit. 

rr {£0 was 
That her late Majeſty Queen ANNE having on the 
Seventh Day of December, in the Year of our Lord 
1711. earneſtly recommended it from the Throne, That 
Proviſion might be made for an early Campaign, in 
order to carry on the War with Vigour; and as the 
beſt, way to tender the Treaty of Peace effectual; in 


gazines proyided at a great Expence for an early Cam- 
Paign 3 and in parſuance thereof, her Majeſty having 
Aſſurances to her Allies of her ſincere Intentions, 1 
likewiſe expreſly inſtructed her General, the Duke of 
Ormonde, not only to renew the ſame Aſſurance, and 
declare her Reſolutions of puſhing on the War, with 
the urmoſt Vigour, but to concert with the Generals 
of the Allies the proper Meaſures for entring oa A&h- 
on; and the Confederate Army, which at that time 
was the fineſt and 1 that had been in the Ser- 
vice, during the whole Courſe of the War, and provi- 
died with all Neceſſaries to act with Vigour, having 
march d, according to the Reſolution taken in Concert 
with her Majeſty's General, almoſt up to the Enemy, 
with a great Superiority. both as to the Number and 
_ Goodneſs of Troops, and animated with Courage to 
ac quit themſelves bravely ; ſo that in all human Ap- 
pearance, and with the Divine Aſſiſtance, which had 
apperred ſo viſibly-for them on many other Occaſions, 
they would have been able, either by Battle or Siege, 
to have gained great Advantages over the Enemy, to 
have bettered the Affairs of the Allies, and to have 
facilitated the Negotiations of Peace: And the . 
i * 5 ers 


Counſels, he the ſaid Robert Earb of Oxford and Earl 


ordert tu which vaſt Supplies were granted, and Ma- 


ent, her Generals, Lumley and Cadogan, to give — | 


gers of France having 


( 
frequently and earneſtly repre- 
ſented to the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer, and others his Accomplices, during their 
ſecret Negotiations, their juſt Apprehenſions from 
the Bravery and good Diſpoſition of the Confederate 


Army; he the, ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 


Mortimer being truly informed of the ſure Proſpe& 
which, by the Bleifing of God, the Army of the Con- 
federates then bad, ot gaining new Conqueſts over the 
Army of France, and whereby they would have been 
enabled to: have forced Terms of Peace, Saie Honou- 


.rable, and Laſting : in order to diſappoint thoſe com- 


fortable ExpeQations of the Allies, and to give Suc- 


ceſs to his Secret Negotiations with the Miniſters of 
France, was privy to, conſenting and adviſing, toge- 


ther with other falſe and evil Counſellors, and together 


with them did adviſe and conſent, that an Order ſhould 
be ſeat, in her Majeſty's Name, to the D. of Ormonde 


in Flanders, to avoid engaging in any Siege, or hazar- 
ding a Battel, till further Orders; altho' nothing had 
then been ſettled in the ſaid private Negotiations for 
the Intereſt andſecurity of Great Britain, and altho” 


Philip King of Spain at that time had not conſented 


to the Renunciation of his Right-to the Crown of 
France. And not contenting himſelf with having ob- 


rained that fatal Step, ſo highly advantageous to the 


Cauſe of France, but being wickedly determined to do 
all that in him lay to diſſolve the whole Confederacy, 


be the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 


with others, was privy to, and did conſent and adviſe, 


that Orders ſhould be ſent to the Biſhop of Briſtol, one 


of her Majeſty's Plenipotenriaries then at Utrecht, to 


fake the firſt ſolemn Opportunity to declare to the 
Dutch Miniſters, that her Majeſty look'd on her ſelf 
from their Conduct to be then under no Obligation 


whatſoever to t hem: which two Declarations giving 
ju Alarm to all the Allies, they repreſented to the 

iſuop of Briſtol their general Diſſatisfaction, and the 
unexpreſſible Conſternation they were all in; that theſe 


Proceedings were the unayoidable Ruin of — 
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they urged Religion, Liberty. and the Faith of Trea- 


ties, to thew the Enormity of this Ufage;" and the 


States expreſſed their Uneaſineſs on no account ſo 


much, as that they could not come to the Knowledge 


of their own Loc. Which Repreſentations the Biſhop 


of Briſtol did, at the Inſtance of the Allies, ſignify to 
one of her Majeſty's principal 'Secretaries of State; 
but their High Mightineſſes Fading that all Applica- 
tions to the Miniſters of Great Britain, and in parti- 
cular to the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mor- 
timer, were of no Avail againſt France, and fr the 
Intereſt of the Common Cauſe; thought it neceſſary, 
in a manner the moſt moving and reſpe&ful, to addreſs 


directly to her Majeſty by a Letter of the Fifth of 
June, 1712; therein expreſſing their great Surprize 


and Affliction at the two Declarations afore-mentio4 
ned; and finding it difficult ro conceive how ſuch De- 


_ clarations, fo prejudicial to the Common Cauſe, given 


ſo ſuddenly. without their Knowledge, and undoubt. 


_ edly too without the Knowledge of the other Allies, 


could agree, and conſiſt with the Nature of an 
Alliance. and with theſe Aſſurances and Engagements 
her Ma eſty had ſo-iately made, and not knowing how 
to reconcile ĩt with the great Goodneſs and Kindneſs 
which her Majeſty had always honoured them with, 
and not being able to conceive how ſuch a ſudden 


Change could happen with refpe& to them, having 


carefully examined their own Conduct, and finding 
nothing therein that could have given Ground to her 
Majeſty's Diſſatisfaction; and having repreſented the 
viſible and immediate fatal .Conſequences of the ſaid 
two Orders, flot only to the Common Intereſt of her 
Majeſty and the States, but to the whole Confederacy, 


and to the Proteſtant Religion ;” they beſeeched her 
_ Majeſty witlr all the Reſpect; and all the Earneſtneſs 


they were capable of, that the would not perſiſt in the 
Declarations made by the Biſhop of Briftoh, and would 
be pleaſed to revoke the Orders given to tlle Duke of 
Ormonde, and would authorize him to aft 8 
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eu lde Advancement of the Common Cauſe ſhould re- 


quire. Notwithſtanding which, he the faid Robert E. 


of Oxford and Earl Mortimer being acquainted with 
the ſaid Repreſentations of the States, was not onl 

wanting in his Duty to her Majeſty, and to his Oath, 
and the great Truſt repoſed in him, in not adviſing as 


he ought to have done, her Sacred Majeſty to have 


hearkned to the ſaid ſeveral Inſtances; made to her; 
but perſiſting in his deſperate and deſtructive Meaſures, 
for the Advancement of the Intereſt of the Common 


Enemy, did afterwards adviſe her Majeſty to diſregard 
and reject the fame, and did countenance, encourage, 
adviſe, and promote the ſaid private, ſeparate and 
wicked Negotiations with France, without any Par... 


bY 


ticipation of the Allies, contrary to all her Majeſty's 


Engagements, and to the apparent Ruin of the com. 


mon Cauſe. By which ſeveral wicked and perfidious 
Counſels, the whey cm of the Victorious Arms of the 
Confederates was ſtopped, and an Opportunity laſt for 
conquering the Enemy, the moſt favourable, in the 


Opinion of all the General Officers and the Quarter. 


maſters of the Allies, who were ſent out to view the 
French Camp, and whereby all Hopes 
between her Majeſty and her Allies, was entirely de. 
ſtroyed, and the French King made abſolute maſter 


of the Negotiations of Peace, and the Affairs of Europe 


given into his hands. | 
nt 25 0 RESELL. 
That to impoſe upon the Allies the fatal Neceſſity 
of Submitting to the Terms of 'France, and in order 
thereto to leave the whole Confederate Army at the 


mercy of the Common Enemy, he the faid Robert 
and 
conſenting to a ſecret and ſeparate Concert with the 


Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, was privy 


Miniſters of France, without the knowledge of che 
Allies, for the ſeparating the Troops in her Majeſty's 


Pay from the reſt of che Confederate Army: for the 


effecting whereof, inſtead of preventing as far as in him 
lay ſo fatal a Step, he was not only wanting to adviſe 
againſt ſo unwarrantable a Proceed ing, but did conſent 
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( 26 ) 
to and adviſe her Majeſty, that the Duke of Ormonde, 
and all the Troops then in her _— Pay, or ſuch 

of them as would © his Orders, ſhould ſeparate 

themſelves from the Army of the Contederates : and 


having notice that the Generals ef the Auxiliaries, paid 


by her Majeſty, whoſe Honour and Conſciences would 
not permit them to abandon the Confederates, and 
leave them as a Sacrifice to France, but for the ſake 
of the Common Intereſt of Europe, and according to 
the true End and Deſign of their Conventions, did re- 
Fuſe to withdraw with the Duke of Ormonde, without 
particular Orders from their reſpective Maſters; he the 


laid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, being 


then Lord High- Treaſurer of Great Britain, and ont 
of her Majeſty's moſt Honourable Privy Council, in 
violation of his Qath, and the Duty and Truft _ 
in him, did take upon himſelf an arbitrary and iHego1 
Power, to refuſe and put a Stop to the Pay and Sub. 
fidies due on account of the ſaid foreign Troops, altho' 


they were entitled thereto by the Conventions entered 


Into with her Sacred Majeſty, and by expreſs Proviſion: 


made by Act of Parliament for the payment of the 
ſame. By which fatal Separation, which purfuant to 
his evil Counſels was afterwards made, great Num- 
bers-of the-Confederate Troops, who had before, on 
many occaſions, ſignaliz d themſelves in the Defence 
of the Cauſe of Europe, ſoon afterwards, at the unfor.. 
tunate Action of Denain, fell as Sacrifices to the Fury 
and Revenge of France; the Siege of Landrecy was 
raiſed,” the important Towns and Fortreſſes of Queſ- 
nay, Bouchain, and Douay were retaken by the French 
Army; and not only the Fortune of the War, but tlie 
Fate of Europe decided in favour of France. © 
2 "ARTICLE X. e 
bat in further execution of his pernicious Deſigns, 
to compleat the Deſtruction of the Common Caule of 
Eure pe, and to render it impracticable for her Maje- 
ſty to reſume the War againſt France, in conjunction 
with her Allies, or to recover the Union with her Ma- 


jeſty's old and faithful Allies, ſo neceſſary to the Pre- 


ſeryation 


e 


ſer Fation of theſe Kingdoms; he the faid Robert Earl 
of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, then Lord High Trea- 
ſurer of Great Britain, did carry on and concert with 
the Miniſters of France, a private and ſeparate Nego- 


ciation for a General Suſpenſion by Sea and Land, be- 


tween Great Britain and France; and to that end, a- 


| mong others, did adviſe her Majeſty to ſend over 


Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke, one of her Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, to the Court of France, with Pow- 
ers to ſettle the faid Suſpenſion. In purſuance of 
which, a deſtructive Treaty of Suſpenſion was made 
in France on the igtli of Aug. N. S. 1712, by the faid 
Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke, on the part of her ſaid 
Majelty, for four Months, without the knowledge or 
any participation of the Allies, and before any terms 
of a Peace were ſettled. with the Enemy, either for 
Great Britain or the Allies. By which evil Counſels, 
the expreſs Terms of ſeveral of the aforementioned 
Treattes were exprefly contravened and broken, the 
good Friends and antient Allies of her Majeſty and 
theſe Kingdoms were totally deprived- of the juſt Aſ- 
ſiſtance to which they were thereby. entituled, and 
were left expoſed to the Inſults of the Common Ene 
my; and the ſacred Ties of Union and Friendſhip be- 
tween her Majeſty and her Allies being cut aſunder, 
her Majeſty's Perſon and Government, the Safety of her 
Kingdoms, and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the 

Crown of theſe Realms, were left expos d to the En- 

terprizes of the moſt formidable Enemy. -. 

R 1 ee | 
That whereas the States General of the United Pro- 
vinces were, in or about the Month of Sept. or Otob; 
in the Year of our Lord 1712, in poſſeſſion of the 
ſtrong and important Town and Fortreſs of Tournay. 
And whereas the French King had, during the Courſe 
of the ſaid private, ſeparate, and trairorous Negocia- 
tion between him the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, and others, and the Miniſters of France 
fignified his Conſent to the Miniſters of Great Britain, 

chat the {aid Town and Fortreſs of Tournay ſhould 
? n 2 | a remain | 
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remain to the ſaid States. Ceneral as part of "theirBar.| | 


rier : And whereas her Majeſty, in her Inſtructions 
of Decemb. the 23d, 1711, to her Pleniporentiaries at 
Utrecht, had, expreſly directed them to inſiſt with the 
Pleniporentiaries of France, in the General Congreſs. 
That towards forming a ſufficient Barrier for the 
States-General, Tournay ſhould remain totheir High- 


Mightineſſes; and did afterwards declane herſelf con. 


formably thereunto, in her Speech to both Houſes of 
Parliament, on the 6th of June, 1712, in which ſhe 
_ communicated to them the Terms whereon a Peace 
might be made. And whereas for ſeveral Years be. 


fore, and till the ſaid Months: of Sept. and Octob. in] 


the Year of our Lord 1711, there was open War be. 
. Tween her late Majeſty and the French King; and the 


ſaid War continuing for all the ſaid time, and after- 


wards, the ſaid French King and his Subjects were E- 
nemies to her Majeſty : He the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford 
and Earl Mortimer, then Lord High Treaſurer of Great 
Britain, and a Subject of her Majeſty's, not conſide- 
ring the Duty of his Allegiance, but having alroge- 
ther withdrawn the cordial Love, and true and due O- 
bedience, which every true and faithful Subject owed 


to her ſaid Ma eſty, and deſigning to give Aid and 


Succour, and to adhere to the ſaid French King, did, 
in or about the Months of Sept. or Octob. 1712, during 
the ſaĩd War, falſly, malicioufly, wickedly, and trai- 
torouſſy Aid, Help, and Aſſiſt, and adhere to the French 
King, then an Enemy to her late Maſeſty; and in execu- 
tion and performance of his ſaid Aiding, Aſſiſting, and 
Adhering, maliciouſly, falſly, and 'rraitorouſly did 
Counſel and adviſe the ſaid Enemy, in what manner 
and by what methods the ſaid important Town and 
Fortreſs of Tournay, then in poſſeſſion of the States- 
General, might be gained from them to the French K. 
contrary to the Duty of his Allegiance, and the Laws 
and Statutes of this Realm. ene r 
3 ARTITIC UE XI.. = 
That whereas her late Majeſty Queen Anne, not 
only in purſuance of the Treaties we ſtood engaged in 
" | 1 | ä to 
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to ber good Allies, and in particular to his Imperial 


Majeſty, for the Recovery of the Monarchy of Spain 


to the Houſe of Auſtria, thereby to preſerve a due Bal- 


lance of Power in Europe, but alſo from her juſt Re- 
ſentment againſt the Duke of Anjou, who then ſtiled 
himſelf King of Spain, and who, in Defiance of her 
Majeſty's Title to the Crown, had acknowledged the 
Pretender as King of Great Britain : and on theſe juſt 
Foundations her Majeſty 
Honour of the Crown, and in Juſtice to her People, at 
avaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure, and on the 


earneſt and repeated Advices of her Parliament, proſe. 
cuted a vigorous War againſt the ſaid Duke of Anjou. 
And whereas, in the Years of our Lord 1710,-11,-12, 


the ſaid open, bloody, and expenſive War was carried 
on between her ſaid late Majeſty Queen Anne, and 
the ſaid Duke of Anjou, and during all the time afore. 


ſaid the ſaid War did continue, and for all that time 
the ſaid Duke of Anjou, and the Subjects of Spain ad. 
hering to him, were Enemies of her late Majelty : He 
the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
then Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, and one 


of her. Majeſty's Privy-Council, and a Subject of her 
{aid Majeſty, 

giance, but having withdrawn his true Obedience 
from her ſaid late Majeſty, did at ſeveral times, inthe 
faid Years of our Lord, 1710, 1711, and 1712, fallly, 
maliciouſly, wickedly and traitoroutly, aid, help aſſiſt, 
and adhere to the fad Duke of Anjou, then an Enemy 


to her ſaid late Majeſty ; and in the Execution and per. 


formance of his faid aiding, helping, aſſiſting and ad- 
hering, and in Confederacy. and Combination with 


the then Enemies of her late Majeſty, and with divers 


other wicked and evil diſpoſed Perſons, did, at ſcve- 


ral times, in the Years aforeſaid, adviſe and counſel 


the Enemies of her late Majeſty; and in ſuch coun. 


ſelling and adviſing, did concert with them, and did 


romore the yielding and giving up Spain and the 
Weſt Indies, or ſome par — to the faĩd Duke 


had, in vindication of the 


not conſidering the Duty of his Alle. 


of Anjou, then in — with her Majeſty, ea 
2 | " 


rures this Realm. 
„ ee . hes ., of the 
whereas the Riches 

| Kingdoms depend entirely on the flourifbing condition 225 

and Navigation, and * late Majeſty Queen Anne having 
fue regard thereto, as well as to the juſt Expectat ion: vf hei 

Teopte, after the vaſt Expences they had fo cheerfully under- 
ne in ſnfport of the War, did, an the it opening the Con- 

Frakes for a General Teace, dettare from the Throne to both 

Houſes of Parliament, an the Secenth of December, One Thous 

Vaud Secen Hunded and Eleren, That ſbe wand endenvour 


the Nation mig ht find the ir Intereſt in Trade, and Commerce 
Improved ah” emarged by a Narr. And on the Sixth of 
June, One Tbonſam Pl Keele Hundred and Twelve , when fbe 


Texce might be made, did declare, that nothing had mov'd ber 


Majeſty Fom freddily purſuing the true Tatereft of her ow"! 
Kingdoms un that the 15 


mate her Tædple ſome amends for the great and unequal Bur- 
en, which they had lain under tho the whole courſe of the 
War; ani hyped, that none of the Confederates would En- 
: 2 her Share in the Glory and Advantage; and afterwards 

clared to h9th Houfes of Parliament her Satisfa#ion. in the. 
nem View = bad ef Peace, ſince it would in ſome meaſure re- 
compenſe her Sibjects for their vaſt Expence : 


did declare from the Throne on the Ninth 
ſand Seren Hundred and Thirteen , that the many Advanta- 
s ſhe had obtained for her Subje#s, had occaſioned much Op- 
Poſttion ani long Delnys to the Teace; but it afforde Her 
gent Suti ſuct ion, that her People will "have it in their Pows 
er, by degrees, to repair what” they had 
long mid burtietifom a War. Whereon both Houſes of Tarka= 
— did oi ſime to time expreſs their grateful Acknowle edge 
ments to her Majeſty ho for her great Cars and Concern for t 

Welfare of ber Le And whereas at the ſetting on foot, 


ch m nth 4 the = private, ſeparate, and pernici, 
ous 


the Duty bf His . * the Laws and Mw 


that of ter a War, which bad coſt fo much Blood and Treaſure, 


was pleafed to 2 — the Terms on which a Genera! 


ms of Trace, obtained far ber 
own Subjehs were ſuch, ns ſbe had reaſou to expe# would _ 


| and after the 
Concluſton of the Treaty of Peate and Commerce with France, 
April, One Thon 
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In concert with France; but the 


Hauck, it was laid down as a Principle, on the part of Great 


ritain, never to be depurted fiom, That France ſoould con- 


it to adjuſt the Intereſts of Great Britain, in tha firſt lace, 
that the Mmiſters of Great Britain might thereby be enabled ta 


engage the Queen to make the Conclufion of ithe General Rare 
eh France ; and on this plauſible Pretence it was mſiſtes 


on 5 the Miniſters of Great Britain, to remit the Diſcuſſion of 
the particular Tutereſts of the Allies to General Conferences ; 
ang throughout the whole Conrſe of the ſaid ſeparate Negoti- 


ation, all imaginable Conceſſions were not only made by the 


Maiſters of Great Britain for the veal Advantage of the Tute= 
refts of France againſt the Allies, but all Menſires were en- 
tred into and concerted between them, that even the Mini- 


fers of France could diate, in order to ſtrengt ben their hands, 


and tb enable them to impoſe the Terms of a General Peace : 
He the Frid Robert Exri of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, Da- 
ving nothing in view, thro the whole Courſe of the ſaid Ne- 
gor i ition, wherein he was wickedly and principally eng ged. 
INLET, nal Deſtruct ion of his Coun. 
try, and to that end, the ſacrificmg the Commerce of Great 


Britain, to the andiſment of France, was not only. want 


ing in his Duty to Her Majeſty, in nat miſting. on in all E- 
rents, and not proctuing, in the firſt. place, the moſt certain 
and firi Securities imaginable, for the Safety and Advantage 
12 Commerce of theſe Kingdoms ; but did adviſe her late 


. Majeſty, that in the Propoſition ſent, by his Privity and A. 
i þy Mr Prior to France, and alþo in the ſaid private 


vice, 
and ſeparate Treaty, Signed ou the ſaid Seven and Twen- 
rieth of September, One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Eleven, 


wherem the eme, Demands for Great Britain more par- 


ticularly were intende 


to he adjuſted with France , the De- 


mands far Great Britain, in point of Commerce, ſonud. nat 


only be mage in looſe, general, and mſufficient Terms, but that 


the liberty of Fiſhing, and drying 7. Fiſh on Newfound. 
7 


land, ſpould be expreſly giren to France, tho the Reſbi- 
tution of that fmall 4-56 of 4 and, which France 4 
taken during the War , was therein Refered to be Diſcuſſed 
to General Conferences. And having by bis wicked Artifies, 
Engaz ed her Majeſty in the [aid private Treaty with France, 
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(32) 
without any Security for the Commerce of Great Britain he 
did artfully and — contrive with the Winter: 
France, to keep in ſuſpenee all matters that concern d the Com. 
merce of Great Britain, until by means of his Wicked. aud 
pernicious Counſels aforementioned, France was become Ma. 
fer of the Negotiations, and the chief Advantages for the 
Commerce of Great Britain by that means remaining unſet. 
tled : And the Miniſters of France afterwards. Daftuting the 
moſt eſſential Articles, which had heen in agitation, aud in 
particular that fundamental Priuciple of Treating and being 
Treated as Gens Amigiſima, and endeavouring to elude what 
had been agreed on i the ſaid private and ſeparate * 
tian, for the ſuppoſed adrantace of Great Britain; be the 
ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, under pretence 
of removing a Diffeulty, then depending, by an Expedient, 

advantageous to Great Britain, did treacherouſly adviſe the 

Ninth Article of the Treaty of Commerce with Haute, a Bill 
for the rendring whereof eſſectual, was afterwards Rejeted by 
the Houſe of Commons, as highly prejudicial and deſtrufive 
to the Commerce of theſe Kingdoms: But yet for ſake of gai= 
ning that deſtructide Article for Great Britain, as 1 ame 
bad been adtantageow, be the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford — 1 
E. Mortimer, in defiance of the expreſs proviſion of an Ar 
Parliament, as well as in contempt of the frequent and earneſt | 

| Repreſentations of the Merchants of Great Britam, and of 

the Gommiſſtoners for Trade and Plantations, did adviſe Her 
Majeſiy fmally to agree with France, That the Subjects of | 
France ould, bare liberty of Fſoing aud drying Fiſh on New- 
feumdland; and did alſo adviſe her Majeſty. to make à Ceſon 
to France of the Ilie of Cape Breton, with liberty to fortify the 

_ ſane, altho the Ie of Cape Breton was part of the Autiens | 
Territories of the Crown of Great Britam ; and her Majeſty 
| bad declmed from the Throne, that France had conſented to | 
make an abſolute Ceſſion of Noba Scotia or Acadia, whereof 
Cape Breton is part, ts ber Majeſty. And the ſaid Robert 
E of Oaford and E. Mortimer, tending in all Events to 
ſecure to France the. advantages. relating to the Fiſhery of 
Newfoundland and to Cape Breton, did, in conjunction with the 
Miniſters of France, adciſe her Majeſty to conſent , that the 
fame ſhoaid be made an Article in the Treaty of Trace * 


he, 1 Great Minnie and France : 2 los rhe onl Htoantages i in 
$ ; of | Trade, pretended to be ſtipulated for Great Britain, being in- 

| ſerted in the Treaty of Commerce; were to depend on certain 
— Conditions, to be made good by A of Parliament ; and pur. 


. unn zo, and by the influence 2 the ſaid evil Counſel of him 
the the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and E. Mortimer, her Sacred 
Mijeſty was adviſed to Ratify the ſaid Article in the ſaid 
heal of Peace, and the ſaid Treaty of Commerce. By means 
in I | of which perniciow 3 the good Intentions of ber Sa- 
ng cred Majefly, to have obtained for her People advantage 
vat Terms of Commerce, mere entirely ffuſtrated, the Trade 


ide | | and Mamifatures © of Great Britam, as far as in him 
the ? | lay, rendred precarious, and at the mercy of the Enemy, ad 
we | that beneficial Branch of Trade, always eſteem'd the great fuß- 
_ -; 9 of the Naval Power, and the chief Nuaſery of. the Sea. 
he men of Great Brita in, yielded up to the Sub jecti of Fance 
all | nd the only pretence for the avowed and notorinus Violation 
by * Treaties, and the carrying on the Mea 1 — of France, vis. 
De | a — fiſt the 5 of Great Britam , through the 


Li- whole C of the ſaid private and Jeparate Ane ; 
ap! || terminated at laſt inthe Saprijice of the Commerce of Great 


= Fritam to France, without the leaſt . mon ths - 
of Dae, procured for theſe Kingdoms. 
That he the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and E. Morti- 
er mer did, in concert with other evil and falſe Counſel- 
of lors, even without any Application from his Royal 
v- BU Highneſs the Duke of Savoy, and after the French K. 


. 


on | in the Courſe of the ſaid private and ſeparate Ne- 
be gociarions, conſented that the Kingdom of Sicily ſhou'd 
ug | remain to the Houſe of Auſtria, form a Project and 


ly bean ro diſpoſe of the Kingdom of Sicily eo the 
to | of Savoy 4 the Houſe of Auſtria: And to effe& 
of dat his unjuſt, diſnonourable, and pernicious Project, 
Ve he did adviſe her —— to give Inſtructions, amo 

to other things, to Hen ſcount Bolingbroke, then ap- 
of Nee her Ambaſſador to France, to demand in Her 
hs s Name, of the French King, the Kingdom of 
2 bei ov hisRoyal Highneſs. And a Trea "of Fs 
7 
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Royal Highneſs, and the Duke of Anjou, wherein a 
Cæihion is made to his Royal Highneſs of the Kingdom 
of Sicily, without any Concourrence or Participation . 
of his Imperial Majeſty ;.he the {aid Robert; Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer did baſely and ſcandaJouſly 
adviſe Her Sacred Majeſty. to conſont to the ſame, by 
an Article inſerted in the Treaty of Peace between her 
Majeſty and the French King. And afterwards, by 
his nvity and Advice, Her Majeſty was prevail'd ..on 
to affiſt his Royal Highneſs. againſt, the Emperor. then 
in Alliance with Her Majeſty, with a part of Her 
Royal Fleet at her own Expence, in order to put him 
in poſſeſſion of the ſaid Kingdom of Sicily. Where y 
the greateſt Injuſtice was done to his Imperial Majeſ 
in direct Violation of the Grand Alliance, and con- 
trary to her Majeſty's frequent Declarations, from the 
Throne, and her plain and full Inſtructions to her Ple- 
niporentiaries at Utrecht, for obtaĩning his; juſt, and 
reaſonable Satisfaction; and whereby Nazional, Faith, 
and the Honour of the Crown, was vilely betray d, and 
the. Naval Power of theſe, Kingdoms, and the Supplies 
— — pers yew IN 9 — — 
my, were perſidiouſſy employ*d againſt, the Great an 
Faithful Ally of this Kingdom. 88h * 
niere 3XV. r 
That whereas the Dignity. and Support of the Impe- 
rial Crown of theſe Realms has in all Ages greatly. de- 
pended on the Wiſdom and Truth gf the Communica- 
tions made from the Throne, — in Paxliament, 
as the ſure and only means. whereby, the Kings and 
Queens of this Realm can receive che ſincere. and faith- 
ful Advice of their bed in matters of the higheſt 
| Imperrance,, and which by the Fundamental Laws and 
Conſtitution of this Government ought to be inviola- 
N as the Sacred Band of the Duty and Af- 
fektion ot Subjects to their; Sovereign. And whereas 


by the maſt antient and kgown Laws of this Kingdom, 
it is. indiſpenſably incumbent on the Great Officers of 
Stare that ſurround the Throne, to maintain as far as 
in them Jies, the Sacredneſs of the, Royal Word on; all 


Occaſio 


n 

Occaſions; ir being moſt apparent, that the greateſt 
Diſhongur to the Throne, and the greateſt Danger to 
theſe Kingdoms, muſt inevitably enſue, whenever that 
Fountain of Truth by wicked Counſels ſhall be in any 


| degree corrupted, and thereby loſe irs juſt Influence 


and neceſſary. Authority. And whereas the Power of 
making Peace and War, one of the antient, undoubt. 
ed, and moſt important Prerogatives of the Crown, 
has been always exercisd by the Sovereigns of theſe 
Realms, with the ſtricteſt Regard to the Honour of 
the Crown and the Welfare of the People, and for 
that end they have in their great Wiſdom in all Ages 


taken the Advice of Parliament on ſuch weighty Occa. 


ſions. And whereas her late Majeſty Q. Anne declared 
trom the Throne her gracious Intentions to communi- 
cate the Terms of Peace to her Parliament, for their 
deliberate and ſerious Advice therein, wiſely foreſee- 
ing that the Safety of her Perſon and Government, 
of the Proreſtant Succeſſion to the Crown, which ſhe 
had neareſt her Heart, and of the Proteſtant Religion, 
and of the Liberties of Europe, did inevitably depend 
on the happy Concluſion of the ſaid Negotiations : ' 
He the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
then Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britain, having 
taken on himſelf throughout the, ſaid Negotiations a 
moſt Arbitrary and Unwarrantable Authority, am the 
chief Direction and Influence in her Majeſty's Coun- 
cils; and moſt wickedly deſigaing to proftiture the 
Honour of the Crown, and the Dignity of Parliaments, 
and not only torally.to deprive her Majeſty. of the 
wholeſom and neceſſary Advice of her Parhament in 
ſo great a Conjuncture, but by: miſrepreſenting the 
moſt eſſential Parts of the Negotiations of Peace, to 
obtain the Sanction of Parliament to his traztorow pro 
ceedings, and thereby fatally. to deceive her Majeſty, her 
Allies, her Parliament, and her People; he the ſaid 
Robert E. of Oxford and E. Mortimer was not only 
wanting in the Diſcharge of that Duty to his Sove- 
eign which became his high Station, by nor adviſing. 
againſt, and as far as in him lay, in all Events, by. not 
— | | E prevent. 
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dy her Majeſty 


act in perfect Confidence and Harmony with them; 


| ( 36) is 
preventing even any Intimation from the Throne to 
the Parliament, which was not conformable to the ex- 
acteſt Truth and Impartiality; but taking Advan- 
tage of his ready Acceſs to her Majeſty, his exor. 

bitant Influence in her Councils, did prepare, form 
and concert, ee with other falſe and evil Coun- 


ſellors, feveral Speeches and Declarations to be made 


on the Subjett of the fail Negociations of Peace, & did 
adviſe her Majeſty to make the ſame ro her Parliament. 


And particularly, by means of his falſe and evil Coun- 
ſels, her Ma eſty did, amongſt” other things, on the 
th of Decemb. 1711, declare from the Throne in the 


words, or to the effect following: That notwithſtan- 


ding the Arts of thoſe who delight in War, both 


Place and Time are appointed for opening the Trea- 
ty cf a General Peace. Our Allies, eſpecially the 
Srates-General, whoſe Intereſt I lock upon as inſtpara. 


ble from my oven, have by their ready Concurrence ex- 


refs'd their Confidence in me. Whereas it was then 
notorious to all Europe, and the faid Robert Earl cf 


Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and others his Accompli. 
ces, well knew, that the principal Allies of her Maje- 
. fy, and particularly the Srates-General, then had in 


the ſtrongeſt and moſt preſſing manner repreſented 


not only to her Majeity's Miniſters in Holland, but 
afterwards by a Miniſter of their own, directly to her 


Majeſty, the inſecurity and Danger to the mon 


Cauſe, by entring into General Negociations wich 


France cn the Propoſitions ſign'd by M. Meſnager; 
and alſo their firm Opinion of the fatal Conſequences 


that might enfue thereon : And altho* they had ſtill 
great Apprehenſions concerning the Method of 'open- 


ing the Conferences, and the Conſequences that might 


happen thereupon ; yet being wrought on by the Me- 


naces and other exrraordinary methods uſed with them 
by her Majeſty's Miniſters, and relying on the ſo. 


lemn Affurances and Declarations of her Majeſty to 


ſupport the Intereſt and Concern of their State, and to 


they 


rom the Throne to her Parliament, 


thers, given up to France; and noEn 


(37) 


they aid at laft, with the greateſt Reluctance, conſent 


to enter upon a General Negociation of Peace with 
France. And in the ſame Speech her Majeſty was 
evail d on by the evil Counſels of him the ſaid Robt. 
1 of Oxford and E. Mortimer, and others, to de- 
clare inthe words, or to the effect following That 
the Princes and States which have been engag d with 
us in this War, being Treaties entitled to have 
their feveral Intereſts ſecur'd at a Peace; I will not 
only do my utmoſt to procure every one of them all 
reaſonable Satisfaction, but I ſhall alſo unite with them 
in the ſtricteſt Engagements for continuing the Alli. 


. ance inorder to render the General Peace ſecure and 


And in her meſſage of the 17th of January following, 
her Majeſts again — the Care ſhe intended to take 
of all her Allies, and the ſtrĩct Union in which ſhe pro- 
poſed to join with them. Whereas by the evil Inſlu- 
ence of him the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and E. mor. 
timer, her Majeſly was not only induced to enter into 
a private Negoriation with France, excluſive of her 
Allies, but the ſame was in like manner. carried on b 
him the ſaid Robert E. cf Oxford, and others. And, 
the ſeveral Intereſts, which the Allies were intituled 
to by their Treaties, were not only not ſecured to em 
by the Peace, nor any reaſonable Satisfaction given to 
them; but the main Intereſts of their principal Allies 
eſpecially of his Imperial Majeſty, were by the wicked 
practices of him the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford, and o- 
gements were 
obtained for continuing the Alliance, in order to ven- 
der the general Peace ſecure and laſting. 5 

And her majeſty having on many former Occaſions 
expreſs d her Reſolutions never to make Peace with Fr. 
and Spain, ſo long as Spain and the Weſt-lndiesremai- 
ned in the Houſe of Bourbon ; ſhe was prevailed upon 
by the adviſe of him the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and 
E. mortimer, and others, to declare her ſelf, in anſwer 
to an Addreſs of the Houſe of Peers, 11th of Decemb. 
1711, to the eſſect following; viz. I ſhould be ſorry a- 
£2 | | OO ny 


(38) 
ny one could think I would not do my utmoſt to reco- 
ver Spain and the Indies from the Houſe of Bourbon. 
Whereas it is moſt manifeſt, that he leaving: the King 
dom of Spain and the Indies in the Houſe of Bourbon 
was the Foundation of the private and ſeparate Treaty 
berween Great Britain and France, which had been be. 
fore that time ſigned even with her majeſty's Confenr ; 
and the ſame Fundamental Reſolution was immutably 
obſerv d between them to the Concluſion of the Peace. 
And her Majeſty having frequently declared from 
the Throne, that her Reſolutions in entring into the 
ſaid Negotiations were to obtain a general, good, and 
laſting Pea 
being inſtructed to treat with France conformably ro 
that end, he the ſaid Robert E-of Oxford and E.Morti. 
mer, in order to remove the juſt Suſpicions which had 
been conceĩvedof his private and ſeparate Negotiations 
with Fr. did adviſe her Majeſty ro make this further 
Declaration in her ſaid Meſſage of the Seventeenth 
Day of January, That the World will now ſee how 


ground leſs thoſe Reports are which have been ſpread 


abroad by Men of evil Intentions to ſerve: the worſt 
Deſigns; as if a ſeparate” Peace had been treated, for 
- which there has not been the leaſt Colour given 


whereas a private and ſeparate Negotiation had been 


carryed on for Five months together between Great 
Britain and France; and during that time private 
Propoſitions had been ſent from England, and a. pri- 
vate Treaty with a miniſter of France ſigned, even by 
her Majeſty's Privity, excluſive of all the Allies, be- 
fore the ſaid Declaration made by her Majeſty. And 


private and ſeparate meaſures were thenceforth carried 


on by the ſaid-Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Morti- 
mer, and his Accomplices, on behalf of her Majeſty, 


_ with the Miniſters of France, even to the Concluſion 


of the Peace with France. Her Majeſty was further 

ailed on by the wicked Advice of him the ſaid 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in her 
Speech of June: the Sixth, 1712, to declare, That to 


ce; and the Plenipotenriaries at Utrecht 


prevent the Union of the Two Crowns, ſne would vor | 
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0399 
be content with what was Speculative, but inſiſted 
upon ſomething Solid And in the ſame. Speech to 
the Effect following, videlicet, A Nature of the 
Propoſal for a Renunciation is ſuch, that it executes 
it ſelf, and France and Spain are thereby more effectu- 
ally divided than ever: Whereas the miniſters of Fr. 

before chat time aſſured the mĩniſters of her Maje- 
ſty, That co accept of the Expedicat, propoled on her 
Ma eſty s Behalf, would be to build on a fandy, Foun- 


dation; and that the Renunciation would be null and = 


void by che Fundamental Laws of France; and that 


they would deceive themſelves, who accepted it as an 
Expedient to preyent the Union of the IO Crowns. 


And. not only in the Particulars before. mentioned, 
but in many others contained in the ſaid ſeveral, Spee 
ches and Me ages made and ſent to her Parliament, 

.Negortiatiens of Peace with France 
ere depending, the moſt eſſential Points relating to 
Peace and Commerce, and which concerned the Inte- 


reſt, as well of the Allies as of, Great Britain, were 
groſly. miſtepreſented. By all which wicked, creac 


rous,, and unęxampled evil Counſels, he the. ſaid do- 
bert, Earl of, Oxford and Earl Mortimer, did moſt 


baſely, ungratefully,. and ſcandalouſly abuſe the Ta. 


your of tus cRoyal n and by means of her 


Authority did millead her Parliament iuto groundleſs 


and fatal Reſolutions; and thereby not ply prevented 
ajelty in 


the juſt Adyiſe of the Parliament to her | 
that critical Iuncture, but obtained, the Approbation 
of Parliament to his m er dangerous Practi- 
ces; and did not cnly depriye hei | 


Confidence and Aﬀettion of her Allies, but expoſed 


- 


her, Majaſty and her People. 09 e, Contempt of the 
Hero Moy apdber Feapte, £8, ths Cang-rape org 


ARTICLE XVI. 


_ . That, whereas. the ſaid, Robert E. of Oxford and E. Arti. 


net having on all occalions uſed. his utmoſt, Endeavours to ſub. 
vert, the ancient, Eſtabliſhed | of Dar 
great and only Security of the. Prerogatice of the Crown, and 
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(4) 
being moſt wickedly determin'd at one fatal Blow, as far as in 
him lay, to deſtroy the Freedom and Independency of the Honſe 
of Lords, the great Ornament and neareſt Support of the Inu 
Serial Crown of theſe Realms, and falſly intending to diſeuiſe 
his miſchievous Purpcſes, under a pretended Zeal for the Pres. 
* of the Crown, he the ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and 
E. Morrmnier, on or about the Months of December or Fanuaxy, 
1711, while the Houſe of Lords were under an Adjournment, 
and had * to expett that on their next Meeting Mat. 
ters of 7 ren would 2 to om 
Fom t rone, they having ſome few Bays before given 
their . Ai to ber Majeſty, That no 


Trace could be Safe or Honourable to Great Britain, or E. 


rope, if Spain and the Weſt Indies were to be allotted to any 
| Franch of the Houſe of Bourbon; and being then Lord High. 


 Treaſwer of Great Britain, and one of Her Majeſty's Privy- 


| Comncil, and aſſuming to himſelf an Arbitary Direction and 
Controul in her Ma;eſty's Councils, contrary to hu Duty and 
Bis Oath, and in Violation of the great Truſt repoſed in him, 
and with an immediate Purpoſe to render meffetual the many 
earneſt Repreſentations of her Majeſty's Allies againſt the ſaad 
Negociations of peace, at well as to prevent the good Eſe f: 
of The ſnd Advice of the Houſe of Lords; and in order to 
obtain ſuch further Reſolutions of that Houſe of parliament on 
_ the important Subject of the Negociations of peace, as might 
ſhelter and promote hu Secret and unwarramtable proceedings, 
 Zogether with other falſe and evil Counſellors, did adviſe 
Majeſty to make aud create Twelce peers of thus Reaim, and 
Lords of parliameut; and purſuant to his deſtructive Cormnſels 
Letters patents did forthwith pafs, and Writs iſſued, where 
Twelre peers were made an created: And did likewiſe adviſe 
her Majeſty immediately to call aud fummon them to parlia- 
ment ; which being done accordingly, they took then Seats in 
the Houſe of Lord on or about the Secoud of Jamary, 1717. 
to which Day the Houſe then ſtood Adjourn'd. V hereby the 
ſaid Robert E. of Oxford and E. Mortimer did moſt highly a- 
Suſe the Iifluence be then had with ber Majeſty, aud prevailed 
on her to exerciſe. in the moſt 1mgprecedented and _ 
manner that valuable andindoubred prerogative, which the 
 #{dom of the Laws and Conftiturion of this Kingdom 25 


EOS SAF FAL 


N SY 
rot with the Crown for the Rewarding lignal Virtue and 
inguiſhed Merit. By which deſperate Advice he did not 
ly as far as in him 1 - 2 Majeſty of the Cont inu- 
— thoſe ſeaſonable and wholſome Coe m that Critical 
unctwe, but ſable n erverted the true and only End of 
bat great and uſeful prerogative, to the Diſhonour of the 
-r0wn, and the irreparable miſchief io the Conſtitution of Par. 
iaments. All which Crimes and Miſdemeanors, committed and 
lone by him the ſaid Earl againſt our late Sovereign Lady the 
2 her Crown — Dignity, the Peace and Intereſt of thu 
and im gr e, Truſts repoſed in Bim 
the ſaid E. par 7827 TT ad E. Oxford E. Mort imer was 
Lord High Treaſurer of Great Britam, and one of ber Majeſty 
Privy Council during the time that all and every the 


tee ſet forth were done and itted. For which — 
n, Tings, the Kts. Citizens 1 of the Houſe of 


in Ptioment aſſem the Name of theyt. 
2 of alli he Commons of Gr Morn, impeach the 
aid Wes Ci ford and E. Mori 


h Treaſen, and 
s and Miſdemeanors 22 ; 


in rec 7 the ſaid Commons D ſaving to them. 
2 lces Ne pg: of abs, at amy time wy L. other 
cuſe — 2 Inpeamento ain} the Fa 
lying tothe erswhich the = oberg, E. of Oxford and E. 
Dall your to the Premiſes, or jo them, orto 
Impeachment or. Accuſation that ſhail be * them exhibited, 


nccording to the Con ſe ang Troceedings of Parliament, do pray 
that the ſaid Robert E. of Oxfatd and E. Mortimer he put 0 


the ſaid E. and 0 Tem 


mfwer all and _ the Tremiſes ; and that ſuch Proceedings, 


e als and Fudgments may be upon them, and 

ery of them ha 2 , as ſpall be agreeabie to Law and Frc- = 
— Aud they dofurt her pray and demand, That the ſaid Ro- 
bert E. of Oa ford and E. Mortimer may be ſequeſtredfrom Par. 
iame ut, and rthwith committed to life Cuſtody. 
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